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According to rabbinic tradition, the Torah (the 5 books 

of Moses), contains the 613 mitzvot (מצוות, 

"commandments"), which are divided into 365 

negative restrictions and 248 positive commands.  
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2. The 10 Commandments law 

5. The laws of Sacrifices and Offerings 

8. The laws of Ritual Purity and Uncleanliness 

3. The Dietary laws 

7. The Civil laws 

4. The Tithing laws 

6. The law of Circumcision  

1. The law of Love 



Do we have to obey ALL of them?  

No! If we obey all of them, then we will             

NOT be Christians, but Jews! 



And if we don’t obey ANY of those, then 

we are not Christians!  
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SOME of those laws are still to be obeyed and 

followed by Christians, and the rest are not to 

be followed. 
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HOW TO KNOW which of those 613 laws 

are still binding on Christians? 
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The rule is simple…  

We don’t pick and choose what we like and 

leave what we don’t like. 
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We listen to what Jesus and the apostles               

taught in the New Testament about these            

various laws. 
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If it is attested in the New Testament then 

Christians have to follow it. 
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And if it is clearly told that a particular law is            

no longer binding on us, then we don’t follow it. 
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1. The law of  

Love 
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Deuteronomy 6:5 “And thou shalt love the 

LORD thy God with all thine heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” 

Leviticus 19:18 “… thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself.” 

This is a positively told in the New Testament 



Matthew 22:37-39  “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

  This is the first and great commandment. 

  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself.” 
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Many Christians think that this is a new 

commandment of Jesus, replacing the 10 

commandments and all other laws of the OT. No. 

This is not new. It is a part of the 613 laws of 

Moses’ 5 books. 
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2. The 10 Commandments 

law 
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James 2:10-12 “For whosoever shall keep the 

whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 

guilty of all. 
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For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said 

also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, 

yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of 

the law.  So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall 

be judged by the law of liberty.” 
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So it is clear all the 10 commandments are               

still binding upon us as well! 
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Some Christians say that 9 of the 10 

commandments are binding upon us, but the 

Sabbath commandment is not clearly mentioned 

in the New Testament. 
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In fact more than the other nine, the Sabbath is 

mentioned the most number of times in the NT! 

In more than 50 places in the NT the Sabbath is 

mentioned and not even once Jesus or the apostles 

ever said that it will be changed or that it will end! 
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Matthew 24:20 “But pray ye that your flight be 

not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day” 

We have a very direct and positive command to keep 

it, even in the NT 
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3. The Dietary 

laws 
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Israel was permitted to eat only clean food.                

( See Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14) 
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Most Christians who eat all kinds of flesh foods 

quote Peter’s vision of Acts 10 
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Acts 10:13 “And there came a voice to him, 

Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.” 

Answer from clearbibleanswers.org 



Acts 10:14 “But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I 

have never eaten any thing that is               

common or unclean.” 
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Peter was associated with Jesus for 3 ½ years. He 

saw Jesus giving permission to demons to enter 

the swine, and eventually destroy 2000 pigs!  
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Not even once Jesus told His apostle that the 

distinction between clean and unclean food 

will be gone. 
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God never meant that Peter should eat 

unclean foods. If he did, why did He withdraw 

the food after instructing him to arise and kill 

and eat? And it was only as vision. 
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As God never meant that Abraham should kill 

his son, God never meant that Peter should 

eat unclean foods. Both the experiences were 

symbolic in nature. 
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Peter knew what God meant by the vision. Listen 

to Peter interpreting the vision himself… 
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Acts 10:28 “And he said unto them, Ye know 

how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is 

a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of 

another nation; but God hath shewed me that I 

should not call any man common or unclean.” 
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In the final book of the Bible, we see God still 

using the distinction between clean and unclean 

animals! 
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Rev 18:2 “And he cried mightily with a strong 

voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is 

fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, 

and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of 

every unclean and hateful bird.” 
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If God removed the distinction between clean 

and unclean creatures, as assumed in Peter’s 

vision, then why is God making the distinction 

again in Revelation? 
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Also prophet Isaiah talking about the time of the                 

2nd Coming of Jesus mentions about the ones who 

will be punished for eating swine and other 

unclean foods! 
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Isaiah 66:15-17 “For, behold, the LORD will come with 

fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his 

anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 
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For by fire and by his sword will the LORD 

plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD 

shall be many. 

Answer from clearbibleanswers.org 



They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves 

in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating 

swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, 

shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.”  
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So the dietary laws of the Old Testament 

continues in the New Testament. 
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4. The Tithing 

laws 
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There are two orders of priesthood in the Bible—

the Melchisedec order and the Levite order. 
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Both these orders of priesthood collected tithes 

from God’s people. 
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Genesis 14:18-20 “And Melchizedek king of 

Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he 

was the priest of the most high God.  
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19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be 

Abram of the most high God, possessor of 

heaven and earth: 
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 20 And blessed be the most high God, which 

hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. 

And he gave him tithes of all.” 
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Numbers 18:24 “But the tithes of the children of 

Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the 

LORD, I have given to the Levites to inherit” 
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There are many things that the                

priesthood of Levites did. 
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But there is only one thing recorded that 

the priesthood of Melchizedic did—the 

receiving of TITHES! 
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Heb 6:20 “… Jesus, made an high priest 

for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” 
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The apostle Paul contrasts the two priesthood 

(Melchizedec and Levite), and compares 

Melchizedec priesthood to Jesus’ priesthood.  

Paul mentions “Tithes” 7 times in that 

chapter of Hebrews 7. 



Tithing is a perfect system of God, even to be 

carried out in the New Testament Church.  
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5. The laws of  

Sacrifices and Offerings 

Answer from clearbibleanswers.org 



Hebrews 10:1 “For the law having a shadow of 

good things to come, and not the very image of 

the things, can never with those sacrifices which 

they offered year by year continually make the 

comers thereunto perfect.” 
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Heb 10:4 “For it is not possible that the blood of 

bulls and of goats should take away sins.” 
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Heb 10:5 “Wherefore when he cometh into the world, 

he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but 

a body hast thou prepared me” 
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Heb 10:9 “Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O 

God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish 

the second.” 
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Mat 27:50, 51 “Jesus, when he had cried again with a 

loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain 

from the top to the bottom” 
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So Christ ended the laws of sacrifice and offering 

of animals for the forgiveness of sins. We don’t 

have to perform it anymore. 
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6. The law of 

Circumcision  
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Galatians 6:15 “For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision availeth any thing, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creature.” 
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Romans 2:28, 29 “… neither is that 

circumcision, which is outward in the flesh…  

circumcision is that of the heart” 
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So Christians don’t have to get circumcised 

of the flesh to receive the promises of God!  
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6. The Civil laws 
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Nation Israel, in the OT, was church and state 

COMBINED—they were a Theocratic nation—a 

nation directly under the ruler-ship of God. 
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There was no nation before, or after, that             

God claimed as His. 
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There were many civil laws God gave 

them to guide and rule them as a nation. 
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The church in the New Testament is different to 

nation Israel in this—The church is a spiritual 

entity only, whereas nation Israel was a 

combination of Spiritual and Civil entity. 
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Therefore the nation Israel had laws which could 

punish its offenders with various penalties, 

including death. 
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Numbers 35:17 “… the murderer shall surely be 

put to death.” 
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 Leviticus 24:20 “Breach for breach, eye for eye, 

tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a 

man, so shall it be done to him again.” 
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The Church and State are now separated. The 

church is only a spiritual entity and not a                 

civil entity. 
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Therefore the change of rule… 

Matthew 5:38, 39 “Ye have heard that it hath 

been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 

tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not 

evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 

right cheek, turn to him the other also.” 
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The Maximum right the church can do 

for an offender who is unapologetic is 

disfellowshipping. 
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 Matthew 18:17 “…but if he neglect to hear 

the church, let him be unto thee as an 

heathen man and a publican.” 
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The church no longer punishes the offenders 

as ancient Israel did, God has given the right 

to the goverments of the land to execute that 

punishment. 
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 Romans 13:4 “For he is the minister of God to 

thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be 

afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for 

he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute 

wrath upon him that doeth evil.” 
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8. The laws of  

Ritual Purity and Uncleanliness 
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Leper—unclean (Lev 14) 

Issue of blood—Unclean (Leviticus 15) 

Touching dead body—unclean (Lev 19) 



Lev 15:5 “And whosoever 

toucheth his bed shall wash 

his clothes, and bathe 

himself in water, and be 

unclean until the even.” 

Those who were defiled, 

were to bathe in water to 

cleanse themselves 

Answer from clearbibleanswers.org 



Christ touched all of them… 

He didn’t become unclean;        

He cleansed them! 
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Lev 22:5 “Or whosoever toucheth any 

creeping thing, whereby he may be made 

unclean.” 
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 Acts 28:3 “And when Paul had gathered 

a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the 

fire, there came a viper out of the heat, 

and fastened on his hand.” 
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The scripture doesn’t say that Paul 

became unclean or had bath after that! 

That law is gone. 
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Heb 9:9, 10 “Which was a figure for the time 

then present, in which were offered both gifts 

and sacrifices, that could not make him that 

did the service perfect, as pertaining to the 

conscience 
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Which stood only in meats and drinks, 

and divers washings, and carnal 

ordinances, imposed on them until the 

time of reformation.” 
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 John 19:34 “But one of the soldiers with a 

spear pierced his side, and forthwith came 

there out blood and water.” 
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The blood and water from Jesus’ body 

cleanses us from all uncleanness—    

Moral  and Ceremonial 
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So the  

ceremonial uncleaness  

is no longer valid  

after the cross! 
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2. The 10 Commandments law 

3. The Dietary laws 

4. The Tithing laws 

1. The law of Love 

The great laws of the OT 

Still continue in the NT 
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